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We are pleased to feature in this volume of The Undergraduate Review two research articles on multicultural 
children’s literature written by recent graduates Camille Holts and Nichole Latimer, respectively. The book-
cover images on this volume’s cover represent a sampling of the texts Holts and Latimer used in their research.
Camille Holts, who was mentored by Dr. Jeanne Ingle (Associate Professor of Elementary and Early Childhood 
Education), authored “Who is in Your Classroom Library? An Exploration of Early Childhood Educators’ 
Usage of Multicultural Literature in the Classroom.” Her research shows the significant underrepresentation 
of characters of color in children’s books and reports on her own research with early-childhood teachers who 
participated in a multicultural literature training. Holts conducted pre- and post-training surveys and interviews 
that illuminate the lack of and need for professional development for early-childhood educators in diversity, 
inclusion, and multicultural literature.
Nichole Latimer, who was mentored by Dr. Joyce Rain Anderson (Professor of English and Coordinator of U.S. 
Ethnic and Indigenous Studies), developed research-based criteria for evaluating the quality and authenticity 
of multicultural children’s literature. Latimer’s article, “Defining Authentic Multicultural Literature: Creating 
and Applying Evaluation Tools for Educators and Developing a Multicultural Third-Grade Text Set,” includes 
the evaluative tool she created and shares her own annotated list of children’s books that can be incorporated in 
classrooms to enhance diversity and create an inclusive environment.
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